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Twelve years ago, Annie Fife MSN, Women’s 
Health Nurse Practitioner, joined Drs. David 
Barton and Scott Christensen, surgical 
gynecologists at the Boise VAMC, in providing 
specialty gynecology and prevention care to 
women veterans. Also part of the specialty 
group is Dr. Kim Lynch, who provides surgical 
consultative evaluation in the Breast Care 
Clinic. The Women’s Clinic was initially 
located in a single exam in what is now the 
Silver Team, and then moved to the third 
floor near Surgery Services. Dr. Barton left the 
Boise VA in 2007, while Dr. Scott Christensen 
has continued specialty consultative and 
surgical gynecology services. During the past 
years through their dedication, Annie, Dr. 
Lynch and Dr. Christensen have continued 
to grow a strong loyalty of women veteran 
patients.  In 2003 Marv Sparrell PA joined Dr. 
Christensen in providing support in the clinic 
and is his first assist in surgery.  This team of 
professionals laid the foundation for women’s 
health at the Boise VA providing a range of 
routine comprehensive gynecology care and services to 
complicated surgical needs for our female veterans. Annie 
functioned in multiple roles as practitioner, Women 
Veteran Program Manager and Chair of the Women’s 
Advisory Committee.  The clinic was also supported in 
the past by Jackie Broten, LPN and Kathy Spencer, MA/
MAS.

In August 2009, the Boise VA leadership supported a 
national recommendation to assign a full time Women 
Veteran Program Manager (WVPM). Ami Reno, MSW 
was hired to continue to expand the women’s programs 
in an administrative role and align the Boise facility with 
national standards.  

During this time period the VA also sponsored several 

providers in two mini-residencies, an educational forum 
providing training and education in providing for 
women’s health needs. The providers who attended the 
residency were Dr. Rebecca Gettelman, Melanie Nash NP, 
Christine Hall PA, and Vanessa Holstine NP, Dr. Melissa 
Wuthier, Dr. David Barclay, Dr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, Isle 
Herrera NP, Dr. Scott Smith and Dr. Bill Weppner. 

March 2011, VA leadership transitioned the clinic towards 
a Primary Care Model under Dr. Henry Elzinga ACOS 
and Kristi Funk, RN Outpatient Clinic Coordinator. The 
Women’s Health team was joined by Beth Pierce, RN, 
Care Manager. Her first task at hand was to move the 
clinic to the new temporary location on the first floor, 
from one exam area into a two rooms with a nurse check-
in area.  Brenda Duer RN, Sherri Talford LPN and Sherri 
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Boise VAMC Associate Director Grant Ragsdale gives Congressman Mike Simpson a 
tour of the new Women’s Clinic.                                                Photo by Beth Pierce
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Dudley MA, cross-trained and supported the clinic when 
needed.  

The Boise VA had been allocated one-time women’s 
health monies towards education, equipment and 
construction funding.  A team was formed to design a 
new Women’s Health Clinic, equipment was purchased 
and by late August 2011 Dr. Theresa Weiland D.O. was 
hired as a full time primary care physician. The Women’s 
Clinic not only had specialty gynecology services, but 
now was able to provide primary care following the PACT 
(Patient Aligned Care Team) model.  Women veterans 
have been gradually transitioned to the new clinic with a 
growth rate of over 54% since September. In addition to 
adding a new full time primary care provider, the clinic 
also provides pelvic TVUS ultrasound capabilities for 
clinic providers bi-monthly with all day clinics run by 
Holly Vaden, Radiology Technician, alleviating the need 
to send patients to other facilities.

In November, the WHC added a new full time nurse, 
Teresa Steele LPN, and in February added Melanie 
Hoskins, CNA/PSA to support the PACT model, 
providing clinical and MAS support for a fast growing 

clinic.  Vanessa Holstine NP joined the WHC on 
Wednesdays and moved her women patients to the WHC. 
Also in February, Ami Reno WVMP transitioned to a 
new VISN job and Nancy Daniels MSW was selected to 
as the new WVPM for the Boise VA.  To further support 
a fast growing clinic, DeDe Rickelman RN has recently 
accepted a 0.8 position and plans to join the team in the 
near future. 

April 2nd, 2012 the new Women’s Health Clinic 
opened its doors in the Mountain Cove area, next to 
Compensation and Pension. The new clinic has four exam 
rooms and a swing room for PACT part time staff – Social 
Worker, Pharmacy and Dietician. The clinic provides a 
relaxed and esthetically pleasing environment for our 
women veterans. 

The Women’s Clinic staff would like to thank all of those 
who have supported us through the growth process in 
procuring our new clinic.  Your efforts and time are very 
much appreciated in providing this new clinic for our 
female patients. 

Beth Pierce

Many of the Women’s 
Health Clinic staff 
were available for 
the open house 
marking the opening 
of the new facility in 
Mountain Cove.
Pictured here are Beth 
Pierce, Teresa Steele, 
Melanie Hoskins, L-R, 
standing; and Theresa 
Weiland, Annie Fife, 
and Nancy Daniels, 
seated.
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